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necessary to quote Crescenzi's argument as to the bastards
of King David, from whom descends the Son of David,
son of Abraham, according to the Scripture, and Whom
the Fathers of the Church acclaim as One of royal genera-
tion ; nor to give more of his catalogue of noble bastards
than Theodoric, King of the Goths of Italy and of Spain,
the Emperor Charlemagne, Roberto and Pandolfo Mala-
testa, Tyrants of Rimini, Giovanni Sforza, Tyrant of
Pesaro, William (called The Conqueror), Duke of Nor-
mandy and King of England. He continues to say that
nature does not distinguish between bastards and legiti-
mates ; that the former are called natural children because
they are true children of nature. Neither does grace dis-
tinguish ; and, as bastards are capable of temporal nobility,
so also they are capable of spiritual, as witness St. Bridget
of Ireland, and other natural children of signal grace and
distinguished virtue. Further, he holds that the sons, of
bastards who lose nobility by rebellion, are not infamous;
and recover nobility on their father's death; that infamy of
any kind is washed-out by baptism; and that the Pope can
free from subsequently contracted infamy by His dispensa-
tion. He distinguishes between bastards only legitimated
by princes or the emperor, who are ineligible to ecclesias-
tical benefices; and bastards legitimated only by the Pope,
who cannot succeed to the fiefs of other princes. He con-
cludes that bastardy purges itself at the latest in the fourth
generation.
In the twentieth century, an inheritance devolves from
the holder to "the heirs male of his body lawfully begot-
ten'* ; in the fifteenth, the proviso "lawfully begotten" did
not invariably obtain. A bastard, legitimated and recognised
by his father, was as valid and capable as the son of a
lawful marriage. The sin of the father and mother was a
sin personal to them, and none the less a Sin: but it was
not allowed to affect their innocent children. The Lord Pius
PP. II, on his way to the Congress of Mantua in 1459,